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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

Pursuant to Rule 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, this Information Disclosure 
Statement is submitted in the above-identified patent application. A listing of documents to 
be published on the face of any patent granted from this application is submitted on Form 
PTO-1449. Any other documents or information submitted for consideration by the 
Examiner are listed in this paper. A copy of each patent listed on Form PTO-1449 is 
submitted herewith. 

Additional Information Not Li sted on Form PTO-1449 
The documents listed on Form PTO-1449 are patents which are referred to in U.S. 
patent 5,308,3 1 3 (Karami) which was first brought to the applicants' attention in the Office 
action dated December 15, 2005 in the pending application. 
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Application No.: 10/725,479 
Examiner: K. M. Lewis 
Art Unit: 3743 



Statement of Timeliness 



This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted after three months from (i) the 
filing date of the above-identified U.S. National Patent appUcation, or (ii) after three months 
fi^om entry into the U.S. National Stage of the above-identified Intemational Application, or 
(iii) the date of entry into the U.S. National Stage of the Intemational Application that has 
been assigned the above-identified U.S. Patent appUcation number, whichever applies; and 
after the mailing date of the first Office action on the merits of the above-identified 
application, but prior to issuance of a final action. Notice of Allowance, or action closmg 
prosecution sent in such application. The certification under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e) is submitted 
separately or below, or the fee required under 37 C.F.R.§§ 1.97(c)and 1.17(p) is submitted 



If any issues remain that maybe resolved by a telephone or facsimUe communication 
with the applicant's attomey, the examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the 



herewith. 



numbers shown below. 



BACON & THOMAS, PLLC 

625 Slaters Lane, Fourth Floor 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314-1 176 
Phone: (703) 683-0500 
Facsimile: (703) 683-1080 



Respectfiilly submitted. 




Date: March 30, 2006 



JUSTIN J. CASSELL 
Attomey for Applicants 
Registration No. 46,205 





..fco Oft 7QQ6 


Sheet 1 of 1 


B/O Form PTO- 1449 

U.S. Department of Commerce 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Information Disclosure Statement by Appficant 


Atty. Docket Number 

SIGU3013/JEK/JJC 


Serial Number 

10/725,479 


Appt/cant 

Gudmundur Fertram Sigurjonsson 


Fifing Date 

Dfifiember 3. 2003 


Group 



Examiner 
Initial 




Document Number 


Date 


Patentee/Applicant 


uass 




Filing Date if 
Appropriate 






4,541,426 


09/17/1985 


Webster 


128 


156 


04/03/1984 






c 1 nfi '^62 


04/21/1992 


Gilman 


602 


47 


04/13/1989 



















































































































Foreign Patent Documents 
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Document Number 



Publication Date 



Country/Agency 



Class 



Subclass 



Translation 



Yes 



No 



other Documents (Including Author. Title. Date. Pertinent Pages. Place of Publication, Etc.) 



1 Examiner 
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